
GERAS‟ major 2014 project 

is the “Practical Environ-

mental Education Program for 

Children”. This project is 
operational in Kumba, South 

West Region of Cameroon 

and has as main objective to 

empower primary school chil-

dren with practical environ-

mental knowledge, skills and 

values, ensuring that they 

excel in environmental educa-

tion subject, educate their 

peers, family and the commu-

nity at large. 
 

Have a great time with 

GERAS INFOS! 

 

We look forward for a 

brighter second half of 2014. 

 

Kelvin 

Dear Partners & Friends, 

 

I would like to welcome you 

all to the first edition of 
GERAS INFOS!, and to 

thank you for your precious 

time dedicated to read this 

publication from Geo-

Environmental Resource As-

sociation (GERAS). GERAS 

INFOS! is published twice-

yearly to give updates of 

GERAS‟ activities in six 

months. 

 
GERAS was founded in 2011, 

achieved its non-profit mak-

ing legal status in 2013 and 

went operational in 2013. 

GERAS is best described as 

an Environmental Communi-

cation Association (ECA). 

Besides mainstreaming as an 

ECA, GERAS also considers 

itself as a Youth and Women 

Empowerment Association, A 

Research Association and a 

Community Development 
A s s o c i a -

tion. 

 

G E R A S 

started up 

by devel-

oping pro-

jects on 

W A S H 

( W a t e r , 

Sanitation and Hygiene), 

Multi-Stakeholder Dialogue 

(MSD), and training work-

shops for networking, Radio 

programs, and school out-

reach. From every indication, 

On Wednesday the 25th February 
2013, GERAS‟ team visited 
Hope Bilingual Nursery and 
Primary School, Fiango – 
Kumba. The team took sixty two 

(62) school children out to a 
swampy environment about four 
hundred (400) meters away from 
the school premises; and began 
lecturing to them about the envi-
ronment. Thirty (30) pupils were 
previously selected for the pro-
gram from this school, but more 

showed their interest to be part of 
the program, so the number dou-
bled. 
From the questions and answers 
session and radio interviews, the 

school children had a good 
knowledge about the environ-
ment, but never had such an op-
portunity to experience and par-
ticipate in the  innovative strate-
gic actions of GERAS‟ Practical 
Environmental Education Pro-
gram for Children. 

 

Program Coordinator, GERAS 
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   S P E C I A L  P O I N T S 

O F  I N T E R E S T :  

 

 Environmental Communication 

 Environmental Education 

 Education for Sustainable Devel-

opment (ESD)  

 Earth Sciences 

 Youth and Women Empower-

ment 

 Geo-Environmental and Ecologi-

cal Research 

 Climate Change 

 Geographical Information System 

 Nature and Biodiversity Conser-

vation 

 Environmental Law 

 Environmental Health 

 Waste Management 

 Water/Mineral Resources 

 Geo-hazard Mitigation 

 Environmental Volunteering 

 Exchange Programs / Networking 

 Scholarships / Training Opport-

unities 

 Environmental Consultancy 

 



P A G E  2  

“Geosciences field 

work during the 

rainy season can 

be very risky” 

Gideon educates the pupils on the 

proper management of plastic waste. 

Two Founding Members of GERAS defy the  high water tide to study rock samples 

across the Moungo River. 

Introduction to The Cameroon Environmental Communication Network (CECN) 

GERAS visits Diligent Bilingual School (DBS) 

Diligent Bilingual School 

(DBS) is one of the three 

schools earmarked for the pilot 

phase of the Practical Environ-

mental Education Program for 

Children, a project under the 

Environmental Education and 

Communication Program of 

Geo-Environmental Resource 

Association (GERAS). 

On Friday the 21st of March 

2014, GERAS‟ team and a 

representative from its commu-

nication partner (Ocean City 

Radio) visited Diligent Bilin-

gual School situated at Buea 

Road, Kumba – South West 

Region of Cameroon. Upon 

arrival at the school at mid-day 

as agreed upon by Diligent 

Bilingual Foundation (DBF) 

and GERAS, the pupils of 

Primary five (5) were chosen to 

benefit from the exercise. Ma-

dame Martha A.A.M. Takem 

(the Primary five teacher) led 

the pupils through a sport exam 

before joining GERAS for the 

outdoor environmental lec-

tures. The strength of the Prac-

tical Environmental Education 

Program for Children can be 

seen at the level of a well ex-

perienced, committed and vol-

untary project team dominated 

by trained teachers. 

a p p r o a c h e s . 

It is about sharing ideas, 

information, stories, skills, 

training opportunities, part-
nership opportunities, fa-

miliarity with each other's 

w o r k ,  e t c . 

It is more of a project than a 

second level org. Most of us 

are part of and/or benefici-

aries of the Network of Af-

rican Youths for Develop-

ment (NAYD). If in the 

Environmental Communi-

cation is the planned and 

strategic use of communica-

tion processes to support 
effective policy-making and 

project implementation 

geared towards environ-

mental sustainability. In-

spired by the Earth Journal-

ism Network (EJN), CECN 

is a National Network of 

Environmental Actors using 

communication as one of its 

future it becomes a level 2 or-

ganization, we will all welcome 

it. But it begins with us. Your 

contributions count, and adding 
members who practice Environ-

mental Communication will be 

o f  g r e a t  h e l p . 

Also, those willing to be part of 

this network should just click on 

JOIN and we will add you to the 

g r o u p  h t t p s : / /

www.facebook.com/groups/

cecnetwork/ 

which made the trip more risky 

than adventurous as the case of 

most geosciences field trips.   

One of the problems encountered 

prior to the field outreach was the 

lack of field equipments. Kelvin 

recounts “we were lucky to obtain 

a Global Positioning System from 

the Meme Divisional Delegation of 

Water and Energy”.  

At the end of the day, the rock 

samples were obtained and their 

respective positions were  re-

corded.  

River Moungo is an adminis-

trative boundary between 

South West and Littoral Re-

gions of the Republic of Cam-

eroon. 

On the 11th of April 2014, two 

founding members of GERAS 

(Kelvin and Kenneth) took off 

for a Geosciences field work 

across the Moungo River. With 

the heavy rainfall prior to this 

trip, there was high water tide 

A  network of Envi-

ronmental Actors us-

ing communication as 

one of its approaches 

G E R A S  I N F O S !  

Kelvin brainstorming  

with the school children. 

Primary 5 teacher interviewed 

 Participating pupil interviewed 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/cecnetwork/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/cecnetwork/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/cecnetwork/


GERAS commemorates World Environment Day 2014 
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World Environment Day (WED) is 
the United Nations‟ principal vehi-
cle for encouraging worldwide 
awareness and action for the envi-
ronment. It also serves as the 

„people‟s day‟ for doing something 
positive for the environment, galva-
nizing individual actions into a col-
lective power that generates an ex-

ponential positive impact on the 
planet. 
On Friday, June 6, 2014; represen-
tatives from GERAS and the Meme 
Divisional Delegation of Environ-

ment, Nature Protection and Sus-
t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t 
(MINEPDED) visited Government 
School Kake 1 – Kumba. The visit 
fell in line with the global activities 
marking the World Environment 
Day which is annually celebrated 
on the 5th day of June. The 6th day 

of June was suitable for this out-
reach because it was the closing day 
of this primary school for the aca-
demic year 2013/2014. This school 
was a focal point for the event be-
cause it is one of the schools that 
have benefitted from the pilot phase 

of GERAS‟ Practical Environ-
mental Education Program for Chil-
dren. 
This event was marked by talks (on 
the importance of tree planting, 

with emphasis on its climate change 
mitigation role; dangers of non-
biodegradable plastics), tree plant-
ing and interviews. 

causes and effects of climate 

change, in describing what countries 

and communities can do to adapt to 

the impacts ahead and in reporting 

on what governments and compa-

nies do, or do not do to respond to 

these threats. 

After a considerable research on 

climate change, the communication 

team of GERAS has embarked on 

climate change communication 

th rough  its  radio program 

According to “Climate Change in 

Africa”, A Guidebook for Jour-

nalists, the earth‟s climate has al-

ways changed, but because of hu-

man activities, it is now changing 

faster than it has for thousands of 

years. It will affect all our lives and 

nearly every aspect of society, from 

our health and food supplies to busi-

ness and national economies. 

Journalists in Africa have critical 

roles to play in explaining the 

(Env ironm en t a l 

Passion) on Ocean 

City Radio, F.M. 

88.5 MHz (a com-

munity radio in 

partnership with 

G E R A S  a n d  

broadcasting in the 

city of Kumba, 

South West Re-

gion of Camer-

oon) . 

on June 6. Meanwhile, a special 

prize was given to the best female 

pupil in environmental education 

subject at Diligent Bilingual 

School on June 12. 

After the introduction of the pro-

ject to these schools, Hope BNPS 

saw the formation of an Environ-

mental Club, the pupils of G.S. 

Kake 1 became more conscious of 

nature conservation while DBS 

remarked an  increase in grades. 

Between the 4th and the 12th of 

June 2014, a follow up tour was 

done according to the closing dates 

of the three schools participating in 

the pilot phase of the Practical Envi-

ronmental Education Program for 

Children. 

A prize was given to the best envi-

ronmental education pupil at Hope 

Bilingual Nursery and Primary 

school, Fiango on June 4. A tree 

planting event to commemorate the 

World Environment Day was wit-

nessed at G.S. Bongwana, Kake 1 

Tree planting exercise 

GERAS rounds up its environmental education program for 2013/2014 academic year 

GERAS embarks on Climate Change Communication 

 

“World 

Environment Day 

Encourages 

worldwide 

awareness and 

action for the 

environment” 

Tree planting exercise 

                        Interviews 



The appalling situation is that material is 

being smuggled into the Division under 

cover of night and are being distributed. 

I like to advice such individuals to de-

cease from such acts or face the conse-

quences of the Law which provides for a 

penalty of 10 million –50 millions Fcfa 

& a prison sentence  of 2-5 years . So far 

Non biodegradable plastic packaging 

has officially been banned in Camer-

oon as per joint Ministerial Decision 

N o :  0 0 4 / M I N E P D E D /

MINCOMMERCE of 24th October 

2012. 

According to this decision a time-

frame 18 months was accorded deal-

ers as well as the general public on 

when the application of the said text 

will take effect. As of the 24th April, 

2014, all plastics below or equal to 60 

microns in the market are seized  and 

forwarded to appropriate quarters for 

destruction/elimination. 

So far the control and repression exer-

cise has been moving on effectively 

in Meme, but the major problem is 

that dealers continue to present fake 

and even more dangerous material in 

the name of a biodegradable alterna-

tive. 

no alternative has been made available 

and so all what is presented as the al-

ternative in the market is all fake. 

We are therefore called upon to use 

paper bags, our famous Sacks & 

Motors and leaves as the case may 

be. 

Remember that the ban was initiated to 

preserve lives and the environment as 

plastics are generally very toxic caus-

ing a wide range of problems ranging 

from stomach problems, cancers and 

effects on soil fertility and water qual-

ity. 

 

Emmanuel FUCHI 

DD MINEPDED Meme. 

 

 

Administrative Quarter 

Up Station, Kumba 

Meme Division, South West Region 

Republic of Cameroon 

 

Contact Person: Ndzishepngong Kelvin Ngwang 

                   (Founder & Program Coordinator) 

Phone: 00237 77354320 

Geo-Environmental Resource Association (GERAS) is a Cameroo-

nian Geo-Environmental and Ecological Association that is non-
profit making, non denominational, development orientated and 

apolitical in nature.   

It was founded in 2011 by Geosciences research students of the 

University of Yaounde 1, Cameroon due to the difficulties encoun-

tered by two female research students during their field work on 

landslides and floods in Bamenda, North West Region of Camer-

oon. GERAS was declared by the Cameroon Government in Janu-

ary 2013 with Registration Number G39/D14/5/75.   

GERAS is a dynamic team dominated by Geologists, Geographers, 

Biologists, Information and Communication Technology (ICT) 

Experts, Geographical Information System (GIS) Experts, Chem-

ists, Educationists, Journalists and other specialists; called up to 

validate the Association‟s Missions and Visions.  

We are very apt in the domains of communication, research, pro-

ject writing and implementation, and team work. Our approach is 

based on the concept of “thinking globally and acting locally”.  

   GEO-ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCE ASSOCIATION 

The Divisional Delegation of MINEPDED for Meme cautions the public on the national ban on non-

biodegradable plastic packaging. 

“Communicating the Environment and 

linking with Environmental Opportunities” 

Non-Biodegradable Plastics  

Assembled to be eliminated at 

appropriate  quarters. 

@GERASCAMEROON 

https://twitter.com/GERASCAMEROON https://www.facebook.com/groups/gerc.environment/ 

Blog: http://gerascameroon.wordpress.com 

Website: www.nayd.org/geras.htm 

Email: gerascameroon@nayd.org  

https://twitter.com/GERASCAMEROON
https://twitter.com/GERASCAMEROON
https://www.facebook.com/groups/gerc.environment/
http://gerascameroon.wordpress.com
http://www.nayd.org/geras.htm
mailto:gerascameroon@nayd.org

